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Tools for Community Planning series

Finding specific advice on inclusive processes for engaging a community in a planning or
design process can be a daunting undertaking. The latest offering in the Tools for Community
Planning Series is the product of nearly two decades of successful practice by internationally
acclaimed community planning specialists. It is designed to support veterans and people
with little or no experience to conduct a wide variety of community engagement events with
absolute confidence.

The book introduces the SpeakOut, an innovative, interactive drop-in engagement process.

It provides hands-on, systematic guidance and detailed checklists for managing community
engagement processes, as well as targeted advice on facilitation, recording and training. Five
international case studies are included.

This unique, illustrated manual is a ‘must-have’ tool for community, city and regional planners,
activists, community organizations, students in planning and the other land professions and
workshop facilitators and trainers everywhere.

About the Authors

Wendy Sarkissian PhD, a speaker, planning practitioner, academic and workshop facilitator,
has co-authored many award-winning books on planning and community engagement. Wiwik
Bunjamin-Mau MURP, educated as a planner, has several years of community planning
experience in rural and urban settings in Hawai’i. Andrea Cook is an experienced strategic
urban/community planner. Kelvin Walsh is an urban designer recognised for his innovative
work. Steph Vajda is a community cultural development practitioner.

Endorsements

‘This is exactly the kind of practical, illustrated, how-to information based on real projects and
real experience that practitioners need. The SpeakOut method pioneered and initially refined in
Australia has a huge amount to offer everywhere in the world.” — Nick Wates, author of The
Community Planning Handbook and site editor of communityplanning.net

‘A welcome and refreshing addition to the tools around to help planning practitioners to hear a
more diverse range of community views.” — Julian Hill, Victorian Department of Planning and
Community Development, Melbourne
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